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Ocean Friendly Gardens (OFG) is Surfrider Foundation’s program for transforming landscapes and
hardscapes to prevent water pollution. This is done
through education, hands-on events and engaging
landscape professionals and government agencies.
It offers our members and activists a permanent so-

lution to prevent water pollution that can be applied
everywhere. This “proactive” program also broadens and strengthens Surfrider chapters’ recruitment
of new volunteers, while simultaneously building a
chapter’s readiness to respond to OFG-related issues that arise unexpectedly.

OFG Program Model
&KDSWHUYROXQWHHUVGRHYHU\WKLQJIURPFRQGXFWLQJ&ODVVHV+DQGV2Q:RUNVKRSV*DUGHQ$VVLVWDQFH3DUWLHVDQG/DZQ3DWUROVWRJURXSSUHVHQWDWLRQVDQGSROLF\ZRUN
Watershed Basics Classes are typically taught by a
landscape professional and are comprehensive, integrating key components for developing a successful
garden:
(YDOXDWH\RXUVLWH
%XLOGKHDOWK\VRLO
&UHDWHSHUPHDEOHVXUIDFHVDQGUHWDLQUDLQZDWHU
&UHDWHKDELWDW
6HOHFWFOLPDWHDSSURSULDWHSODQWV
0LQLPL]HWXUIDQGPDLQWDLQRUJDQLFDOO\
,UULJDWHSURSHUO\DQGDFKLHYH]HURGU\ZHDWKHU
runoff
6WHZDUG\RXUODQG
&ODVVHVFDQEHWKHÀUVWVWHSLQDVHULHVRIHYHQWVWR
UHWURÀWDODQGVFDSHIROORZHGE\D+DQGV2Q:RUNVKRS +2: DQG*DUGHQ$VVLVWDQFH3DUW\ *$3 
Hands-On Workshops are part in-class, part inÀHOGWUDLQLQJVWRHGXFDWHDQGWUDLQSHRSOHDVSDUWRI
D JDUGHQ LQVWDOODWLRQ RU UHWURÀW +2:V DUH OHDG E\
a professional, or the equivalent, as part of a professionally installed project and one that meets the
2)* VLJQ FULWHULD +2:V DUH JHDUHG WRZDUG HYHU\one: OFG class attendees, Surfrider members, other
QRQJRYHUQPHQWDO RUJDQL]DWLRQV DQG JRYHUQPHQW
and landscape professionals. They also help grow a
cadre of trained sustainable landscape practitioners
who can then reach a larger audience.

Topics covered include:
6LWHHYDOXDWLRQDQGDQDO\VLV
7XUIUHPRYDOVKHHWPXOFKLQJDQGVRLOUHPHGLDWLRQ
5DLQZDWHUFDSWXUHDQGUDLQJDUGHQGHVLJQ
3URSHUSODQWLQJ LQVWDOODWLRQRIGULSLUULJDWLRQ 
FRUUHFWLQVWDOODWLRQ SURJUDPPLQJRIZHDWKHU
based irrigation controllers
6WHZDUGVKLS PDLQWHQDQFH
Garden Assistance Party provides hands-on help
to assist people in creating an OFG, relying on the
project host to do some homework. The host’s jobs
include: create a design that meets the OFG criteria;
gather all materials ahead of time; ask neighbors and
friend to join us at the work party; provide lunch; pay
LW IRUZDUG %HFDXVH D 6XUIULGHU FKDSWHU LV PDGH XS
RI YROXQWHHUV ZH W\SLFDOO\ OLPLW WKH VL]H RI WKH DUHD
WRDURXQGVTXDUHIHHW:HDOVRZDQWWRWDNHYROXQWHHUV IURP EHJLQQLQJWRHQG RI D WDVN 7KH *$3
is aimed at those who have attended an OFG class
DQGRU +2: KDYH D KLJKO\ YLVLEOH ORFDWLRQ DQG LQvite their neighbors to participate – and spark a wave
RI2)*VLQWKHQHLJKERUKRRG%HIRUHVRPHRQHFRQtacts a chapter for help, they are asked to review and
work through the *$34XHVWLRQQDLUH. For those who
GRQRWNQRZZKHUHWRVWDUWÀUVWZHUHFRPPHQGWKDW
they hire a landscape professional to assist with any
and all steps: site evaluation, design, materials acquisition list, and workday oversight.

Lawn PatrolWDNHVLWVQDPHIURP'DZQ3DWURO
the early-morning check of waves done by surfHUVWRVHHLILWLVZRUWKJRLQJRXW/DZQ3DWUROLV
a neighborhood walk, led by a person familiar
with OFG concepts, that is open to anyone who
wants to develop his/her understanding of what
makes an OFG. It is also an easy way for volunteers to get involved and educate the public.
:HVWDUWDWDQH[LVWLQJ2)*UHYLHZLQJWKH2)*
SULQFLSOHV DQG SUDFWLFHV LPSOHPHQWHG 3DUticipants then walk the neighborhood with the
2)*6LJQ&ULWHULDRQDFOLSERDUGWRKHOSWKHP
identify existing OFG elements at a home land-

scape and opportunities to do more. They can leave beKLQGDÁ\HUWKDWKDVVSDFHWRFKHFNRII2)*FRPSRQHQWV
that are implemented or write in the date of any upcoming
OFG events next to the slots for them. The chapter OFG
&RPPLWWHH FDQ RIIHU WR KHOS LPSOHPHQW D &35 HOHPHQW
like a dry stream bed. Landscape professionals and water agency reps often attend, handing out business cards.
Other Resources: OFG resources are provided to Surfrider chapters as well as to the general public through
the OFG webpage on the Surfrider website: sign criteria
VWDQGDUGV DQG\DUGVLJQDQ$Ftivist Toolkit on how to run activities, online map to display OFGs,
blog posts about events and DIY
info. In addition, there is a national OFG Facebook page&KDSWHUV
FDQ FXVWRPL]H D SURJUDP WR ÀW
their capacity and local needs.
To learn more about each of the
program activities, visit the OFG
$FWLYLVW7RRONLW.

OFG  Online  Map

Sharing best practices and pictures, and capturing data on water quality, water supply, etc.

This report covers all OFG activity data gathered by the Surfrider Foundation during the 2012 calendar year.

Number of OFG Activities in 2012
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23 chapters with 638 volunteers providing 1,841 hours of instruction to 1,285 attendees
of OFG classes and hands-on activities.
Volunteer hours – 1,841 x $22/hour* = $40,502 of value (*www.independentsector.org).
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What Is Urban Run-Off and How To Sponge It Up
Water running off our gardens, streets and farmland is the #1 source of ocean pollution – and ocean users
DQGSUHFLRXVPDULQHOLIHVXIIHUIRULW7KHÀUVWRQHLQFKRIUDLQDIWHUDGU\VSHOOLVFDOOHGWKH´ÀUVWÁXVK,” and
contains most of the pollutants during a rainstorm (about 600 gallons of water run off hard surfaces for every
LQFKRIUDLQ 7UDGLWLRQDOEXLOGLQJFRGHVKDYHGLUHFWHGUDLQZDWHURIIWKHSURSHUW\WRSUHYHQWÁRRGLQJRIDVLWH
0HDQZKLOHWKLVUXQRIIFRQWULEXWHVWRÁRRGLQJRIQHLJKERUKRRGVDQGHURVLRQRIVWUHDPEDQNV5XQRIIDOVRKDSpens during dry periods, known as dry-weather runoff, with sprinklers overwatering and overshooting the
ODQGVFDSH2XWGRRUZDWHULQJW\SLFDOO\DFFRXQWVIRURIDKRXVHKROGҋVZDWHUXVHHYHQWKRXJKPXFKRI
LWPD\QRWEHQHHGHGE\WKHJDUGHQ<HWPDQ\UHJLRQVODFNFOHDQGULQNLQJZDWHU3OXVWUDQVSRUWLQJDQGFOHDQLQJZDWHULV´HQHUJ\LQWHQVLYHµFRQWULEXWLQJWRFOLPDWHFKDQJH
In runoff are pollutants such as:
Synthetic fertilizers – increased nutrients leads
to algal blooms and red tides, lowering dissolved
oxygen levels enough to kill aquatic habitat and
ÀVKHULHV
Pesticides, herbicides and fungicides – poison
KXPDQVPDULQHOLIHDQGVRLOELRORJ\
Automobile engine oil, exhaust and brake pad
dust as well as exhaust from utilities – poison
PDULQHOLIH
Bacteria from animal poop – sicken humans and
PDULQHOLIHDQGFDQFORVHEHDFKHV
Sediment VRLO ²UHGXFHVFODULW\

But gardens and hard surfaces can sponge up rainwater and any runoff for use by plants during dry periods, reduce supplemental water use by 80-90%,
ÀOWHUSROOXWDQWVDQGUHGXFHÁRRGLQJ²DQGEHEHDXWLful, reasonably priced and less frequently maintained
EXWDPRUHRUJDQLFW\SHRIPDLQWHQDQFH +RZ"$Sply CPR to your property – Conservation, Permeability and Retention © - to revive our watersheds
DQGRFHDQV
Conservation of water, energy and habitat through
native plants and climate adapted plants, spaced for
mature growth (the same applies to vegetable and
IUXLWJDUGHQV 

Permeability through mulch and biologically active
soil as well as using permeable materials for – or
making cuts in existing – driveways, walkways and
SDWLRVWKDWDOORZZDWHUWRSHUFRODWHLQWRWKHVRLO
Retention devices like rain chains, rain barrels and
swales/dry stream beds soak up rain water in the soil
for the dry season or store it to water veggies, preYHQWLQJLWIURPUXQQLQJRIIRIWKHSURSHUW\

The Power of Soil - a team of researchers at Washington State University collected runoff from a Seattle highway on a day it rained - after going 50 days
ZLWKRXWUDLQ+DOIWKHZDWHUZDVÀOWHUHGWKURXJKVRLO
OLNHZRXOGKDSSHQLQDQ2)*WKHRWKHUKDOIZDVQRW
ÀOWHUHG7KHZDWHUIURPHDFKZDVSXWLQWRVHSDUDWH
aquariums, and then 10 young Coho salmon were
DGGHG7KHÀVKLQWKHÀOWHUHGZDWHUOLYHGZKLOHWKRVH
LQWKHXQÀOWHUHGZDWHUGLGQRW
What does a stormwater
outfall pipe in action look
OLNH" 7LPHODSVH LPDJHV
shot over four hours on a
UDLQ\ 6HDWWOH 2FW WK
 E\ /DPRQW *UDQTXLVW
and Laura James gives a
clear look of the toxic stew:
KWWSYLPHRFRP
James started an organizaWLRQ'RQҋW)HHG7KH7R[LFN
0RQVWHU VHHSRVWHUDWULJKW 

From Run-Off to Slow, Spread, Sink
/LNH WKH  ´5Vµ IRU VROLG ZDVWH ² UHGXFH UHXVH UHcycle – there are the 3 “Ss” for water: slow it, spread
it, and sink it. This happens easily in a natural watershed.* Streams take on curvy shapes and low and
high spots, with rocks, mulch and plants helping to
slow water and give it time to spread and sink. OFG
looks at a site as a “mini-watershed,” identifying the
high and low points (e.g., roof and street gutter), and
applying the 3 “Ss” in between. OFGs mimic watersheds with design features like dry streambeds and
building soil that acts like a sponge.
Leaves fall and break down into mulch, becoming
food for soil microorganisms as well as creating air
pockets. The organic matter and pockets also make
soil “spongy” and absorb up to 40% more water than
MXVW GLUW $VVRFLDWLRQ RI &RPSRVW 3URGXFHUV  6RLO
microorganisms need the air to survive and water to
PRYHDURXQG:DWHULVNH\WRSODQWOLIHWRRDSODQW
sends out a message to the soil microorganisms (in
the form of a hormone, or sugar) to bring it some water or food. Native plants require less water and no
pesticides because they are adapted to local soils

and rainfall patterns. In addition, natives have deeper
root systems, absorbing runoff and tapping into lowHU VRXUFHV RI ZDWHU :DWHU WKDW LV QRW VSRQJHG XS
by the soil may either move laterally and replenish
VWUHDPÁRZVRUSHUFRODWHGRZQIXUWKHUDQGKHOSUHÀOO
groundwater aquifers.
:KHQ SROOXWDQWV VHWWOH LQWR SHUPHDEOH VRLO VRLO PLFURRUJDQLVPVFDQKHOSÀOWHUWKHPEDFWHULDVHTXHVWHU
KHDY\PHWDOVSURWR]RDDUHWKHPDLQQXWULHQWF\FOHUV
fungi help suppress disease and transport food and
water to plants. Of course, we want to reduce the production of pollutants.
The term “rain garden” is sometimes used interFKDQJHDEO\ ZLWK 2)* 5DLQ JDUGHQV DUH VKDOORZ
GHSUHVVLRQV SODQWHG ZLWK QDWLYH SODQWV VSHFLÀFDOO\
adapted to wet conditions. They are typically just the
area of the garden absorbing rainwater from a part of
the roof (from a rain gutter downspout). Since, OFG
principles apply to the entire garden and work to prevent polluted runoff everyday, rain or no rain, we like
the term OFG.”

Sponging up water has
PXOWLSOHEHQHÀWV
/HVVPRQH\VSHQWRQWU\LQJWRFOHDQZDWHUVXFK
DVWKURXJKSXWWLQJDÀOWHURQWKHHQGRIDVWRUPZD
ter discharge pipe. It helps meet stormwater permit deadlines.
6DYLQJPRQH\RQ\RXUZDWHUELOODQGJUHHQZDVWH
bill (using leaves as mulch).

Natural Watershed. Water “feeds” soil, streams or water cycle.
Lots of soil life (see detail) photo: King County, WA DNRP

&OHDQHUDQGODUJHUDTXDWLFSRSXODWLRQVDQG 
healthier watersheds, which can also mean
safer food for humans.
)HZHUVHZDJHVSLOOVIRUDUHDVZKLFKVWRUPZDWHU
and sewer systems are connected.
$ZDWHUVKHGLVWKHDUHDRIODQGZKHUHDOORIWKHZDWHUWKDWLVXQGHULW
RUGUDLQVRIIRILWJRHVLQWRWKHVDPHSODFHµ86(3$

Developed Watershed. Covered and compacted soils create polluted water run-off. Dimished soil life (see detail) photo: King
County, WA DNRP

What We Are Learning
7KH2)*3URJUDPZDVFUHDWHGWRSURYLGHFKDSWHUDFWLYLVWVZLWKFRQFHSWVDQGDFWLYLWLHVWREXLOGRQRXUZDWHUTXDOLW\WHVWLQJDQGEHDFKFOHDQXSSURJUDPVFUHDWLQJVROXWLRQVWRZDWHUSROOXWLRQ$IWHUVHYHUDO\HDUVRI
running activities, the program continues to evolve. Several conclusions can be drawn about how to achieve
HIIHFWLYHWUDQVPLVVLRQRINQRZOHGJHDQGWUDLQLQJDVZHOODVVFDOLQJXSRIWKH3URJUDPWKDWLVDFKLHYDEOHIRU
chapter volunteers:

0XVFOH/HYHUDJLQJ2XU*UDVVURRWV6WUXFWXUH
:HDUHDFWLRQRULHQWHGZKLOHRWKHURUJDQL]DWLRQVDUHJHDUHGPRUHWRZDUGHGXFDWLRQDQGSROLF\DGYRFDF\
$FWLYLVWVDUHJHWWLQJFXWWLQJHGJHHGXFDWLRQDQGWUDLQLQJLQFOHDQLQJDQGJUHHQLQJXUEDQZDWHUVKHGV2WKHU
RUJDQL]DWLRQVGRWUDLQLQJEXWQRWIRUYROXQWHHUVRUDFWLYLVWV
%ULQJLQJLQDQHZEDVHRIYROXQWHHUVQRQVXUIHUVDQGRQHVWKDWKDYHLQÁXHQFHGWKHODQGVFDSHVRIWKHLU 
neighbors, friends, etc.

.QRZ+RZ&UHDWLQJVRLO´VSRQJHVµHYHU\ZKHUH
2)*ÀUVWORRNVWRGLUHFWZDWHULQWRVRLOWRÀOWHUSROOXWDQWVVSRQJHXSZDWHUIRUXVHE\SODQWVGXULQJGU\
SHULRGVDQGHQVXUHDGHTXDWHVWUHDPFUHHNÁRZV



6PDOOQDWXUDOVROXWLRQVFDQEHGRQHWKURXJKRXWDZDWHUVKHGXVLQJORZWHFKWRROVDQGPDWHULDOV7KHVH
VROXWLRQVDUHPRUHHIIHFWLYHOHVVH[SHQVLYHDQGJHWPRUHEHQHÀWVWKDQKXPDQPDGHÀOWHUVSXWRQWKHHQG
of a pipe and then discharging into a river or ocean.
7KH´VSRQJHµDSSURDFKDOVRDSSOLHVWREUHDNLQJXSKDUGVXUIDFHVVXFKDVZDONZD\VSDUNZD\FXUEVDQG 
parking lots.

3DUWQHUVKLSV,QWHJUDWLQJZRUNRIODQGVFDSHUHODWHGDJHQFLHV
$ZDWHUVKHGDSSURDFKHQJDJHVQXPHURXVJRYHUQPHQWDJHQFLHVDQGZDWHUGLVWULFWVWKDWQRUPDOO\ZRUN 
LQGHSHQGHQWO\RIRQHDQRWKHUZDWHUTXDOLW\ZDWHUVXSSO\ÁRRGFRQWUROJUHHQZDVWHUHGXFWLRQDQGRWKHUV
:HPDNHWKHPDOOLHVLQFRSURPRWLQJDQGIXQGLQJSURJUDPPLQJDQGSURMHFWV
7KH\DOOEHQHÀWIURPWUDFNLQJDQGVKDULQJRIGDWDDERXWODQGVFDSHV7KLVGDWDFDQGLUHFWO\VXSSRUWZDWHU 
DJHQFLHVLQFRPSO\LQJZLWKVWRUPZDWHUSHUPLWVZDWHUVXSSO\PDQDJHPHQWSODQVÁRRGFRQWUROREMHFWLYHV
and green waste reduction regulations.

+DQGVRQOHDUQLQJ
+DQGVRQSHHUWRSHHUSURIHVVLRQDOO\OHDGHYHQWVDUHPRUHYDOXDEOHWKDQKDQGRXWV
7KHVHHYHQWVHQJDJHWKRVHZKRZDQWWROHDUQIURPRUSUDFWLFHRQVRPHRQHHOVHҋV\DUGEHIRUHEHLQJWKH 
ÀUVWRQHLQWKHLUQHLJKERUKRRGWRJR2)*

7KRVHZKRSDUWLFLSDWHLQFUHDWLQJWKH2)*VDUHPRUHOLNHO\WRPDLQWDLQWKHPDQGEHDEOHWRH[SODLQWRRWK
ers how they work.
7KH\DOVRRIIHUSURIHVVLRQDOVTXDOLW\OHDUQLQJHQYLURQPHQWVRULIWKH\DUHDOUHDG\FRPSHWHQWRSSRUWXQLWLHV
to hand out business cards.
/DQGVFDSHUHWURÀWVDWKLJKSURÀOHVLWHVLQVSLUHSHRSOHWRPDNHFKDQJHVDWWKHLURZQVLWHV*RYHUQPHQWҋV 
LQYROYHPHQWLQVXEVLGL]LQJKDQGVRQDFWLYLWLHVEDODQFHWKHUHJXODWRU\´VWLFNµZLWKWKH´FDUURWµ

:RUNLQJZLWKSURIHVVLRQDOV
7KHUHLVDQHHGIRUTXDOLÀHGSURIHVVLRQDOV7KHVHSURIHVVLRQDOVFDQFRQGXFWFODVVHVZRUNVKRSVDQGZRUN
days, lead neighborhood walks from landscapes they have done, and post their gardens on the OFG map.
7KHVHSURIHVVLRQDOVEHQHÀWE\JDLQLQJH[SRVXUHWRQHZFOLHQWVDQGJHWWLQJFRPSHQVDWHGIRUWKHLU 

expertise and time in leading events.
7KHODUJHVWVHJPHQWRIWKHPDUNHWWRLQÁXHQFHLVWKRVHZDQWLQJWRKLUHDSURIHVVLRQDOZKRNQRZVKRZWR 
JR2)*&KDSWHUVFDQHGXFDWHFRQVXPHUVDERXWWKHYDOXHRIJRLQJ2)*DVZHOODVSURPRWHSURIHV

sionals who are practicing it.
3DUWQHUVKLSVWRVXSSRUWDFKDSWHUҋVFDSDFLW\²&KDSWHUVW\SLFDOO\FDQSHUIRUPHGXFDWLRQDORXWUHDFK
solicitation of volunteers and event administration, while agency partners can bring funding and staff to
keep a program running.
6WDUWLQJVPDOODQGVFDOLQJXS²:DONVDQGWDONVDQGSROLF\ZRUNDUHHDVLHUIRUDFKDSWHUYROXQWHHUWRGR 
6WDUWLQJRIIZLWKDQHLJKERUKRRGZDONRUWDONEHIRUHGRLQJDODQGVFDSHUHWURÀWPDNHVJRRGRUJDQL]DWLRQDO 
sense. The main objectives are: (a) to create demonstrations of OFG while training all participants; and
(b) OFG principles and programs get incorporated into government, water district, private sector and
academic practices.

*RYHUQPHQW6XUIULGHU&RPPXQLW\UXQIXQHYHQWV
-RLQLQJ6XUIULGHU)RXQGDWLRQҋV´IXQµSRVLWLYHLPDJHZLWKJRYHUQPHQWҋVUHVRXUFHVLVPRUHOLNHO\WRJHWWKH 
SXEOLFҋVDWWHQWLRQ*RYHUQPHQWDJHQFLHVZRUNLQJZLWKQRQSURÀWVFDQKHOSWRHQJDJHH[LVWLQJDXGLHQFHV 
and new ones, showing that tax dollars can be put to use to help people help them.
$SSURDFKHVWKDWUHO\PRUHRQFRPPXQLW\EDVHGVRFLDOPDUNHWLQJWKDQWUDGLWLRQDOPDLOHUVDUHPRUHOLNHWR 
get the public’s attention and trust.

Lessons for 2013
To engage more chapters in running OFG programs, we need to address some questions: do chapters see
this as primarily a water conservation program and that is not necessary in their locale, i.e., they do not have
DZDWHUVXSSO\SUREOHP"'RFKDSWHUVWKLQNLWLVWRRKDUGWRODXQFKDQGUXQDSURJUDPRULVWKLVFRQFHUQMXVW
UHSUHVHQWDWLYHRIRXUDWWHPSWWRFKDQJHIURP´UHDFWLYHµWR´SURDFWLYHµSURJUDPV"

Funding
There are several ways to fund OFG program comSRQHQWVDQGHDFKZD\RIIHUVLWVEHQHÀWVDQGFRVWV
&KDSWHUV KDYH SXUVXHG D PL[ RI WKHVH RSWLRQV DV
well:
6ROHFKDSWHUIXQGLQJ:KHUHDFKDSWHUKDVLWV
own funds to sponsor a class, workshop or work
day, sole sponsorship gives it freedom to run it as
LWGHVLUHV3XWWLQJGRZQLWVRZQIXQGVDOVRVKRZV
that a chapter is serious about putting its money
where its mouth is.
&RVSRQVRUVKLS&KDSWHUVKDYHDOVRFRVSRQ
sored events, or a whole series (class, workshop,
workday) with government water quality departments and private water districts. Larger sponsor
opportunities run through Surfrider, e.g., national
corporations.
3DUWLFLSDQWSD\²/LNHDQDGXOWHGXFDWLRQFODVV
participants are learning while doing and will pay
for that value.

RIIHU FRPSHWLWLYH JUDQW SURJUDPV HJ &DOLIRUQLD
&RDVWDO&RPPLVVLRQҋV:KDOH7DLO/LFHQVH3ODWHSURJUDP5RVH)RXQGDWLRQ/RFDODIÀOLDWHVRISXEOLFVHUvice clubs allocate funds for community projects, and
a simple request letter may be all that is needed.
7KH KRVW RI WKH UHWURÀW LV DVNHG WR FRYHU DV PXFK
DV SRVVLEOH RI WKH FRVW 5HWURÀWV FDQ EH ORZFRVW
depending on how much effort the owner/renter can
H[SHQG)RUH[DPSOHRQHUHWURÀWFRVWWKHRZQHUXQder $600, and that included buying food and drink for
the work party participants. The owner got free mulch
from a tree trimmer, purchased plants in 4-inch pots
VPDOOHUVL]H JRWFRPSRVWIURPKLVFRPSRVWELQDQG
VRXJKWRXWIUHHVRXUFHVRIVWRQHV+HJRWIUHHGHVLJQ
assistance, but would have been willing to pay for it.
&KDSWHUVORRNIRUDQGSURPRWHORFDOVRXUFHVRIIXQGing: government or water agency rebates (turf removal, downspout redirection into the landscape, etc.);
private sector donations, e.g., nurseries, irrigation/
hardware stores, outdoor recreation companies, or
even non-landscape retail stores.

*UDQWV²SXEOLFDJHQFLHVDQGSULYDWHIRXQGDWLRQV
&DVHVWXGLHVDUHDYDLODEOHLQWKH2)*$FWLYLVW7RRONLW.

Forming Partnerships
In part, the beauty of OFG is that it encourages propHUW\RZQHUVWRWDNHLQGLYLGXDODFWLRQWR´%H$3DUWRI
WKH 6ROXWLRQ  1RW WKH 3ROOXWLRQµ %XW SDUWQHUVKLSV
between chapters and agencies, professionals and
RWKHUQRQSURÀWVLVFULWLFDOWRH[SDQGLQJWKHQXPEHU
RIJDUGHQVDQG´LQVWLWXWLRQDOL]LQJµWKHSULQFLSOHVDQG
practices of OFG. (In regions where the political climate is amenable to new regulations, affecting policy
is an objective. In more conservative areas, a focus
RQVHOIKHOSZRUNVEHWWHU &KDSWHUVKDYHDLPHGIRU
this broad acceptance by including these “targets” in
their strategic plans.
&KDSWHUV KDYH UHDFKHG RXW WR DJHQFLHV WR FRIXQG

and promote OFG events. Often, these events have
been packaged into a “series” approach of class,
ZRUNVKRS DQG ZRUNGD\ &KDSWHUV VHH WKHPVHOYHV
as incubators, putting their time and money into experimenting with different approaches. This can also
WDNH WKH IRUP RI ÀOOLQJ JDSV LQ SXEOLF SURJUDPPLQJ
promoting competent professionals and collaborative
HGXFDWLRQDO HIIRUWV ZLWK RWKHU QRQSURÀWV 6XUIULGHU
brings much to prospective partnerships:
$ZHOOUHVSHFWHG´FRROµUHSXWDWLRQ
&KDSWHUVDUHKDQGVRQDQGDFWLYHLQFRPPXQLWLHV
2)*RIIHUVDZD\WRHQJDJHPXOWLSOHJRYHUQPHQW
agencies;

,PSDFWLQJVLWHVVPDOODQGODUJHDQGJDWKHULQJ
valuable data on water quality, water supply, and
green waste;
'HYHORSLQJWKHGHPDQGIRUDQGVXSSO\RITXDOLÀHG
professionals.
Some of our partnerships and/or collaborations with
agencies include:
&LW\RI3RUWODQG(DVW0XOWQRPDK6RLODQG:DWHU&RQVHUYDWLRQ'LVWULFW 25 &LW\RI1HZSRUW 25 &LW\RI
6DQWD%DUEDUD*ROHWD:DWHU'LVWULFW&LW\RI9HQWXUD
:HVW%DVLQ0:' FLWLHVRI,QJOHZRRG0DOLEX0DQKDWWDQ%HDFK&RXQW\RI/$)LUH'HSDUWPHQW &LW\RI
6DQ'LHJR&RXQW\RI6DQ'LHJR6DQ'LHJR&RXQW\
:DWHU$XWKRULW\,QGLDWODQWLF(OHPHQWDU\6FKRRO )/ 
5XWJHUV 8QLYHUVLW\ &RRSHUDWLYH ([WHQVLRQ 6HUYLFH
(NJ).
There are many non-governmental entities that chap-

WHUV KDYH RU FDQ SDUWQHU ZLWK 1DWLYH 3ODQW 6RFLHWies, professional landscape associations such as the
$VVRFLDWLRQ RI 3URIHVVLRQDO /DQGVFDSH 'HVLJQHUV
$3/' $PHULFDQ5DLQZDWHU&DWFKPHQW6\VWHPVRI
$PHULFD $5&6$ $PHULFDQ 6RFLHW\ RI /DQGVFDSH
$UFKLWHFWV $6/$ DQG0DVWHU*DUGHQHUV
0DLQWHQDQFHRI2)*VFUHDWHGZLWKWKHVHSDUWQHUVDW
SXEOLFVLWHVVXFKDVVFKRROVÀUHVWDWLRQVDQGOLEUDUies require a different kind of care than “mow, blow
DQGJRµ&KDSWHUVKDYHUHDFKHGRXWWRVLWHPDLQWHnance staff and student/parent “green teams” to involve them in the making of the OFGs, while sharing
knowledge and skills about proper long-term care.
In an effort to scale up their impacts, chapters are
talking and/or working to develop partnerships
DURXQG QHLJKERUKRRG UHWURÀWV JUHHQ VWUHHWV DQG
getting OFG practices incorporated into government
SROLFLHVIRUQHZGHYHORSPHQWVDQGUHWURÀWV
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Partnering with a water district, with help from city, county,
and state agencies.

School OFG partners: superintendent, teacher, Surfrider, neighborhood association.

Influencing Policy
In addition to supporting chapters in running events and forming partnerships with agencies, professionals and
RWKHUQRQSURÀWVWKHQDWLRQDO2)*FRRUGLQDWRUH[SHULPHQWHGZLWKZD\VWRLQÁXHQFHVXVWDLQDEOHODQGVFDSLQJ
SROLF\PDNLQJ7KLVKHOSHGWRGHPRQVWUDWHDQGSDYHWKHZD\IRUFKDSWHUVWREHHQJDJHGLQLQÁXHQFLQJSROLF\

5HJLRQDO6WRUPZDWHU3HUPLWV
0XQLFLSDO6HSDUDWH6WRUP6HZHU6\VWHP13'(63HUPLWV 063HUPLWVDNDDVWRUPZDWHUSHUPLW UHJXODWH
the amount of pollutants discharged into water bodies. They are one of the best ways for groups like Surfrider
WRLQÁXHQFH SURWHFWLRQRIZDWHUTXDOLW\,Q&DOLIRUQLDWKH\DUHXSGDWHGHYHU\ÀYH\HDUVE\5HJLRQDO :DWHU
4XDOLW\&RQWURO%RDUGV7KHQDWLRQDOFRRUGLQDWRUUHYLHZHGWKHFRPPHQWOHWWHUFUHDWHG6XUIULGHU)RXQGDWLRQҋV
6DQ'LHJR&KDSWHUDQG6DQ'LHJR&RDVWNHHSHUDQGSURYLGHGVXJJHVWLRQV
Key “asks” within the letter included: (a) having the permit break up the San Diego region by watershed and
regulate pollution across city and county boundaries; (b) moving from an “action oriented” permit to an “outcome oriented” permit; (c) increasing reliance on Low Impact Development (LID).

&DOLIRUQLD8UEDQ:DWHU&RQVHUYDWLRQ&RXQFLO
&8:&& ²&8:&&LVDQDVVRFLDWLRQRIZDWHUFRQVHUYDWLRQDJHQFLHV6XUIULGHUZDVLQYLWHGWRSDUWLFLSDWHLQ
WKH&8:&&ҋV/DQGVFDSH&RPPLWWHH6XUIULGHUKHOSHGWRVKDSHWKHGHÀQLWLRQRIWKH´QHZQRUPLQODQGVFDSLQJµWRWDNHRQDZDWHUVKHGEDVHGDSSURDFKUDWKHUWKDQMXVWDQLUULJDWLRQHIÀFLHQF\IRFXVHDFKVLWHVHHQDV
DPLQLZDWHUVKHGFRQWRXUHGWRXVHUDLQZDWHUDVDÀUVWVRXUFHRILUULJDWLRQZKLOHVLPXOWDQHRXVO\SUHYHQWLQJ
SROOXWHGUXQRII7KHQH[WVWHSIRU6XUIULGHULVSDUWLFLSDWLQJLQDZRUNJURXSWDVNHGZLWKGHYHORSLQJ´3DUWQHUVKLSV
3URPRWLRQVµWRVSUHDGDQGLPSOHPHQWWKHQHZQRUPVWDWHZLGH

86(QYLURQPHQWDO3URWHFWLRQ$JHQF\:DWHU6HQVH3URJUDP3DUWQHU
7KH:DWHU6HQVH3URJUDPIRFXVHVRQSURPRWLQJWKHXVHRILUULJDWLRQHIÀFLHQF\SURGXFWV,QWHUPVRI2)*
WKDWFDQPHDQUHGXFWLRQLQGU\ZHDWKHUUXQRII3URJUDP´3DUWQHUVµDJUHHWRSURPRWHWKH3URJUDPҋVPLVVLRQ
DQGLQUHWXUQ86(3$KHOSVWRSURPRWHWKHSDUWQHUҋVZRUN6XUIULGHUUHJLVWHUHGDVD3DUWQHUWRSURPRWHWKDW
PHVVDJHEXWDOVRKHOSVKLIWLW6XUIULGHUVHHVWKHSRWHQWLDOWRHQFRXUDJH:DWHU6HQVHWRHQJDJHWKHLUVLVWHU
DJHQF\SURJUDPVLQZDWHUTXDOLW\JUHHQLQIUDVWUXFWXUHDQGWKH*UHHQ6FDSHV3URJUDPFUHDWLQJDQDWLRQDO
integrated approach to landscapes and hardscapes. The development of such a program would make it easier
for Surfrider chapters to identify and work with collaborators.

:DWHU/$3URMHFW
7KLV /RV $QJHOHV &$DUHD SURMHFW LV D FXWWLQJHGJH HQGHDYRU HGXFDWLQJ WUDLQLQJ DQG DVVLVWLQJ D ZKROH
QHLJKERUKRRGLQUHWURÀWWLQJWKHLUJDUGHQVLQWR2)*W\SHODQGVFDSHV7KH3URMHFWOHYHUDJHVWKHUHGRLQJRI
DQDGMDFHQWöPLOHORQJFRQFUHWHPHGLDQLQWRDQDWXUDOL]HGVZDOHWKDWDEVRUEVRULQÀOWUDWHVDOOWKHUDLQUXQRII
IURPWKHVXUURXQGLQJDFUHV7KH3URMHFWZLOOUHVXOWLQ&LW\DSSURYHGVWDQGDUGSODQVIRUVL[LQKRPH%HVW
0DQDJHPHQW3UDFWLFHVLQFOXGLQJUDLQJDUGHQVSDUNZD\VZDOHVJUH\ZDWHUV\VWHPVUDLQEDUUHOVGU\ZHOOV 
LQÀOWUDWLRQWUHQFKHVDQGKDUGVFDSHUHPRYDO0RQLWRULQJVWDWLRQVDORQJWKHPHGLDQZLOODOORZWKH3URMHFWWHDP
WRJDXJHWKHLPSDFWRIDWOHDVWLQVWDOODWLRQVLQWKHSURMHFWDUHDVR&LW\DJHQFLHVZLOOKDYHUHDOGDWDRQKRZ
WKHVHSURMHFWVDIIHFWRXUORFDOZDWHUVKHG7KHQDWLRQDOFRRUGLQDWRUSDUWLFLSDWHGLQWKHGHYHORSPHQWRIWKH3URMHFWҋVUHWURÀWPHWKRGRORJ\VKDULQJ2)*SULQFLSOHVFULWHULDDQGOHVVRQVOHDUQHGIURPLQVWDOODWLRQV

6DQ'LHJR6XVWDLQDEOH/DQGVFDSHV3URMHFW
6XUIULGHULVSDUWRIDWHDPRIJRYHUQPHQWDJHQFLHVDQGQRQSURÀWVZKLFKUHFHLYHGDVWDWHJUDQWWRFUHDWHDQLQWHJUDWHGVHWRIODQGVFDSHJXLGHOLQHVUXQLQFODVVDQGLQÀHOGZRUNVKRSVIRUUHVLGHQWVDQGSURIHVVLRQDOVDQG
DVVLVWZLWKVHYHUDOKXQGUHGODQGVFDSHUHWURÀWVWKURXJKRXWWKH&RXQW\7KHQDWLRQDOFRRUGLQDWRUKDVSDUWLFLpated in regular meetings for over two years, helping to insure that OFG-oriented criteria and programming is
incorporated. Surfrider has brought in the contractor who developed the OFG criteria and helped develop the
OFG program components to lead the “Surfrider” part of the grant (classes, workshops, technical assistance).
The team is considering contracting with the contractor to develop the guidelines and more.

San Diego Sustainable Landscapes Project – grant overview.

Activists line up to take the oath before providing public comment to the San Diego Regional Water Quality Control Board.

An Integrated Plan and Set of Tools
Ocean Friendly Gardens is part of Surfrider Foundation’s Know Your H2O .<+2 3URJUDPDVXLWHRIFRPSOLPHQWDU\ SURJUDPV FDPSDLJQV DQG WRROV .<+2 HGXFDWHV FRPPXQLWLHV RQ KRZ ZH PLVPDQDJH ZDVWH
and pollute water resources, and presents solutions for integrated land and water management to restore the
natural water cycle. The full program suite includes:
,QWHJUDWHG:DWHU0DQDJHPHQW
:DVWHZDWHU5HXVH
*UHHQ6WUHHWV /RZ,PSDFW'HYHORSPHQW /,'
Ocean Friendly Gardens
%OXH:DWHU7DVN)RUFH
OFG builds on Surfrider Foundation’s Blue Water
Task Force program of water testing and monitoring,
FRQQHFWLQJLGHQWLÀFDWLRQRIDSUREOHPZLWKVROXWLRQV
as well as monitoring the success of implementation.
Green streets and LID – cutting parkway curbs, permeable roads, greening parking lots – applies OFG
SULQFLSOHV WR KDUG VXUIDFHV &KDSWHUV DUH DOVR UXQQLQJ.<+2FDPSDLJQVWRtake the “waste” out of
our outdated wastewater (sewage) treatment systems by eliminating ocean discharges and cleaning
XSWKHZDWHUIRUVDIHDQGEHQHÀFLDOUHXVH UHFKDUJH

groundwater or direct potable use).
Surfrider Foundation’s animated movie about KY+2 ´The Cycle of Insanity: The Real Story of
Water,” is shown across the country to help chapters
begin dialogues in communities about the various
challenges and solutions relating to integrated water
management.
&RQWDFW\RXUORFDO6XUIULGHU&KDSWHUWRJHWLQYROYHG
LQ2)*RUDQ\RIWKHRWKHU.<+23URJUDPVRUYLVLW
us online at Surfrider.org.

)S\L>H[LY;HZR-VYJL

Case Studies
3RUWODQG2UHJRQ
7KH 1HZSRUW 25 &KDSWHU KDG DOUHDG\ ODXQFKHG
its 2)* 3URJUDP by partnering with their local Soil
DQG:DWHU&RQVHUYDWLRQ'LVWULFW 6:&' RQDK\EULG
class/hands-on workshop, then a workday to create
DQ2)*DW1HZSRUW&LW\+DOO%XWZLWKVRPDQ\SXEOLF
DQG QRQSURÀW UDLQZDWHURULHQWHG SURJUDPV LQ 3RUWland, the challenge was to conduct activities that no
RQHHOVHZDVGRLQJ7KH2UHJRQ6XUIULGHU)LHOG0DQDJHUDQGWKH3RUWODQG252)*&KDLUSHUVRQMRLQHG
6XUIULGHU)RXQGDWLRQҋV1DWLRQDO2)*&RRUGLQDWRULQ
PHHWLQJZLWKWKH&LW\RI3RUWODQGDVZHOODVWKH(DVW
0XOWQRPDK 6RLO DQG :DWHU &RQVHUYDWLRQ 'LVWULFW to
discuss how to collaborate and partner.

room component where they calculated impervious
VXUIDFHVDQGVL]HGUDLQJDUGHQVRQSDSHUDQGDÀHOG
component where they went to check out a rain garden in the area, identify plants and talk about how
WKH\FRXOGLPSURYHWKHVLWH7KH3RUWODQG2)*&KDLUSHUVRQ SUHVHQWHG DW WKH :RUNVKRS DERXW 6XUIULGHU
encouraging people to apply for an OFG yard sign,
and to post their gardens to the online OFG map.
They had a great turnout: 28 people attended the
&ODVV

7KH 3RUWODQG &KDSWHU MXPSHG RQ WKLV RSSRUWXQLW\
DQG FRKRVWHG WKH :RUNVKRS  7KHUH ZDV D FODVV-

One of the next steps they had discussed was to
LQVWDOODUDLQJDUGHQDWD&KDSWHUPHPEHUҋV KRXVH
This would help them build their experience and
knowledge, and generate momentum for the OFG
SURJUDP 6XUIULGHU )RXQGDWLRQҋV 2FHDQ 3URJUDPV
0DQDJHUDQG3RUWODQGUHVLGHQW3HWH6WDXIIHURIIHUHG
KLVKRPHXSIRUWKHUHWURÀW3HWHKLUHGODQGVFDSHGHVLJQHU+DQQDK1LFNHUVRQSULQFLSDODW5DLQ&LW\*DUdens, to lead a group-planning meeting was held to
do some preliminary planning. The event also was a
JRRG RSSRUWXQLW\ WR HQJDJH &KDSWHU PHPEHUV DQG
others that had signed up over the past months to
JHWLQYROYHGZLWK2)*$FWLYLWLHVIRUWKHGD\LQFOXGHG

Class photo

Hands-on workshop on site evaluation

7KRXJK WKH FLW\ RI 3RUWODQG ZDV WXUQLQJ LWV DWWHQtion from rain gutter downspout redirects to inspiring
XUEDQ WUHH SODQWLQJ WKH &LW\ UHS OLNHG WKH 6XUIULGHU
/DZQ3DWURO activities. Surfrider learned that the (DVW
0XOWQRPDK 6:&' WHDFKHV D ´5DLQ *DUGHQ 
:RUNVKRSµDQGLQYLWHVFRPPXQLW\JURXSVWRFRKRVW
them.

2EVHUYHDQGPDSWKHVLWH
'HWHUPLQHWKHORFDWLRQDQGVL]HRIWKHUDLQJDU
dens (front- and backyard)
$VVHVVWKHVRLOIRUSHUFRODWLRQDQGW\SHWHVWV
Two months later, a work party to install the OFG was
OHGE\WKHVDPHSURIHVVLRQDO$IWHUYROXQWHHUVGXJRXW
the swale (in the front yard...and they OFG’d the back
\DUGWRR DSHUVRQÀWWHGDQH[WHQVLRQRQWRWKHUDLQ
gutter downspout to direct rainwater into the swale.
Then the group installed the plants, spacing the, for
mature growth and helping to prevent crowding and
the pruning that goes with it (aka green waste).

OFG Design Plans

&OLFNhere to read more about the installation, or here
about the evaluation workshop.
$WWKHZRUNGD\WKHUHZDVDOVRGLVFXVVLRQDERXWKRZ
2)*FDQFRPSOLPHQWWKH&KDSWHUҋVZRUNRQVWHQFLOing the storm drains to discourage people from dumping pollutants down them. During winter months, the
stenciling program takes a break, and so it’s a good
time to do other things - like clean out the inlets to
FXUE FXWV VR UDLQZDWHU FDQ ÁRZ LQ 7KH &LW\ ODFNV
the resources to do this kind of maintenance and it
would be welcomed. Like the 3'; )DFHERRN SDJH
and keep updated on what they are doing.

Hannah setting out plants

Group digging out swale

Installed

9HQWXUD&DOLIRUQLD
$*DUGHQ$VVLVWDQFH3DUW\ *$3 :RUNGD\ZDVWKH
next step in the OFG Series, led by G3/The Green
Gardens Group. G3 had, in previous months, taken a
group of people through an OFG &ODVV and +DQGV
2Q:RUNVKRSRQ6LWH(YDOXDWLRQWRSUHSDUHWKHPIRU
WKH:RUNGD\$PRQJVWWKHSDUWLFLSDQWVZHUHDQXPber of landscape professionals who had attended
G3’s &RUH &RQFHSWV :RUNVKRS, an all-day training
geared toward professionals, focusing on site evaluation following OFG principles. Several were paying
IRUZDUGDVFKRODUVKLSWRWKH&&:WKDWZDVSURYLGHG
by a State grant that funded the Series.
The property owner had removed the turf grass as
SDUW RI KLV OLVW RI UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV 7KH ÀUVW ZRUNGD\
task for volunteers was digging and hand-removing
new grass sprouts, then un-compacting the soil to
KHOSR[\JHQDQGZDWHUÁRZWKURXJKLW1H[WWKH\JRW
to digging out the areas for the swales, which were
PDUNHGRIIE\EULJKWJUHHQFRORUHGÁDJVODLG1RVRLO
left the site: what was dug out was used to create
PRXQGV$ZDWHUOHYHOGHYHORSHGLQDQFLHQW(J\SWLDQ
times, called a bunyip (two measuring sticks connectHGE\DWXEHÀOOHGZLWKZDWHU ZDVXVHGWRLQVXUHWKDW
WKHVZDOHÁRZHGDZD\IURPWKHEXLOGLQJҋVIRXQGDWLRQ
7ZR HPSOR\HHV ZLWK $TXD)OR 6XSSO\ KHOSHG OHDG
WKHFKDUJHRQXVLQJWKHEXQ\LSDQGRQUHWURÀWWLQJWKH

OFG Design Plans

rain gutter downspouts into the swales.
:KLOH WKDW ZDV JRLQJ RQ WKH ODQGVFDSH ZDV VKHHW
mulched: a process of lasagna-like layering of compost, paper and mulch to both build soil and block
sunlight to prevent re-growth of grass and weeds.
7KH &LW\ҋV :DWHU &RQVHUYDWLRQ &RRUGLQDWRU ´&LW\
UHSµ DUUDQJHGIRUGHOLYHU\RIDORDGRI&LW\PXOFKDQG
&LW\KDQGWRROV
Installing the plants was the next step. Successful
planting involves a few steps to prevent plant shock:
watering the hole into which it is planted twice; emerging the plant into a bucket of water till the bubbles
stop; watering after it is planted; then watering again.
The plants were purchased from a local native plant
nursery.
%HQHÀFLDOIXQJXVFDOOHGP\FRUUKL]DHZDVDSSOLHGWR
the root ball prior to planting. Fungi play a key role
in plant health, acting like a subterranean Internet to
transport water and nutrients from the soil to the plant.
Soil in a typical landscape is devoid of oxygen and
water, necessary elements for aerobic (oxygen-loving) life. The OFG soil-prep regimes helps to awaken
the lower rungs of the soil web - bacteria - that is then
PXQFKHGRQE\SURWR]RDQHPDWRGHDQGIXQJL

Digging swale

7KH&LW\DZDUGHGDQ2)*VLJQWRWKHSURSHUW\RZQHU
(they purchased 100 to give out for free to those that
meet the sign criteria $ORFDO6WDWH$VVHPEO\PDQDV
ZHOODVDORFDO&LW\&RXQFLOPDQVWRSSHGE\WRVHHWKH
handiwork.
Several months later, another workday was held to
cut the curb of the parkway (at left: the area between
the street and sidewalk), and then create basins for
VWUHHWUXQRIIWRZDWHUSODQWVDQGJHWÀOWHUHG*FUHDW-

HGDVWDQGDUGGHVLJQ7KH&LW\UHSKHOSHGDOWHUD&LW\
HQFURDFKPHQWSHUPLWWRFUHDWHDQRFRVW&LW\LVVXHG
permit to cut a curb as long as a standard design is
followed and a licensed contractor does the cutting.
Taken together, these are parts of a larger vision that
9HQWXUD 6XUIULGHU &KDSWHU KDYH GHYHORSHG UHVWRUH
the functioning of the watershed and lagoon near the
beach (see a recent blog post about it). The Series
was funded by a grant from the &DOLIRUQLD &RDVWDO
&RPPLVVLRQҋV:KDOH7DLO/LFHQVH3ODWH3URJUDP.

Aqua-Flo guys re-directing downspout

Installing plants – using mycorrhizal spores

11 months later, with curb cuts

Curb cut in action

5HGRQGR8QLRQ+LJK6FKRRO&DOLIRUQLD
5HGRQGR8QLRQ+LJK6FKRRO 58+6 VWXGHQWVLQWKH
(FRORJ\ &OXE KDG DOUHDG\ EHHQ SDUWLFLSDWLQJ LQ WKH
6RXWK %D\6XUIULGHU &KDSWHUҋV water quality testing
SURJUDP DGYLVHG E\ 58+6 %LRORJ\ DQG$GYDQFHG
3ODFHPHQW (QYLURQPHQWDO 6FLHQFH WHDFKHU 0DU\
6LPXQ :KHQ 0DU\ DQG WKH VWXGHQWV KHDUG DERXW
an Ocean Friendly Garden planned for their School
campus, they were stoked to learn they could help
build a part of it. Then they thought: why not monitor
WKH2)*DIWHULWҋVEXLOWIRULWVEHQHÀWVRISROOXWLRQSUHvention tool and wildlife habitat.
:KLOH WKH FRQWUDFWRU ZDV UHVSRQVLEOH IRU LQVWDOOLQJ
WKHPDMRULW\RIWKH2)*WKH$3(QYLURQPHQWDO6FLHQFHFODVV6SHFLDO(GXFDWLRQFODVVDQGFRPPXQLW\
members who had attended OFG classes installed a
small section. OFG partner, G3/The Green Gardens
Group, guided OFG partner, G3/The Green Gardens
Group, guided the students and community members
WKURXJKWZR+DQGV2Q:RUNVKRSV

WHUÁLHV FDQEHHDVLO\REVHUYHGDERYHJURXQGDQHWZRUN RI KHDOWK\ VRLO ELRORJ\ WR KHOS ÀOWHU DQG PRYH
around water will take a 6 months-1 year to develop.
Students will need to take core soil samples and look
IRUWKHÀQHZKLWHFRORUHGKDLUOLNHP\FRUUKL]DOIXQJL
“network” that can connect a tree in a front yard to
one in the back (click here to read more about the
“soil food web”). Surfrider activists provided some
great quotes in a newspaper storyDERXWWKH58+6
OFG.
)XQGLQJIRUWKH2)*FDPHIURPDJUDQWWKURXJK&DOLIRUQLD 6WDWH 3URSRVLWLRQ  WKDW 6XUIULGHU DQG :HVW
%DVLQ0XQLFLSDO:DWHU'LVWULFWSDUWQHUHGRQJHWWLQJ
as we as funds from a local water retailer.

&RQWRXULQJIRUUDLQZDWHUFDSWXUHDQGsheet mulching (laying compost, paper and mulch to smoother
remaining grass root and re-build healthier soil).
3ODQWLQJDQGGULSLUULJDWLRQLQVWDOODWLRQ
The OFG is now a learning laboratory for the stuGHQWV :KLOH LQFUHDVHV LQ ZLOGOLIH ELUGV EHHV EXW-

Before

OFG Design Plans

After

,QGLDWODQWLF(OHPHQWDU\6FKRRO)ORULGD
Fresh off launching a Surfrider 48$' <RXWK &OXE
students at ,QGLDODQWLF (OHPHQWDU\ 6FKRRl decided
they wanted to get their hands in the soil and build
DQ2FHDQ)ULHQGO\*DUGHQ7KHLU48$'&OXE$GYLsor guided them through the process, from identifying
a site on campus (pictured at left), to getting a grant
and coordinating getting all materials and volunteers.
The advisor learned from Surfrider Foundation’s
<RXWK 48$' 0DQDJHU DERXW D JUDQW RSSRUWXQLW\
through the Darden Foundation, which owns resWDXUDQW FKDLQV OLNH 5HG /REVWHU DQG 2OLYH *DUGHQ
'DUGHQDZDUGHGWKH&OXEDVPDOOJUDQWWRFRYHUWKH
FRVWVRIWKHSURMHFWDQG&OXEPHPEHUVKLS
Next, the advisor engaged a member of the &RQUDGLQD&KDSWHURIWKH)ORULGD1DWLYH3ODQW6RFLHW\, a
native plant consultant/educator, who helped install a
native plant garden at the School. Then a native plant
nursery came out to consult about design (pictured at
right), plant choices, and plants prices.
The day before the *DUGHQ$VVLVWDQFH3DUW\, existing
grasses and weeds were pulled out by hand. The advisor also got ahold of a basic set of tools and asked
parents to bring what they had. The workday itself

Before

had a good turnout of solid students and parents. The
kids loved planting and learning about native plants,
with some naming those they planted and looking
IRUZDUGWRZDWFKLQJWKHPJURZ$OORIWKHNLGVZHUH
looking forward to the next school day to show and
tell their friends about the great garden they helped
create.
The advisor created a bingo game centered on the
native plants. The kids are such great learners that
they can teach it to others. The kids were also very
curious about the rainwater downspout dissipater
and swale (shown below). The dissipater performs
two key functions:
,WJHWVZDWHUDZD\IURPDEXLOGLQJҋVIRXQGDWLRQRUD
cemented walkway.
6ORZVGRZQUDLQZDWHUUXVKLQJRXWRIWKHERWWRPRI
the downspout, preventing soil and plants from being
blown out.
The swale (or dry stream bed) also helps to “receive”
the water and clearly demonstrates to the all who
pass by about how the garden sponges up rainwater
LQWKHVRLODQGKHOSVÀOWHUSROOXWDQWV

After

In addition to being an on-going learning tool for students (water use, water quality, habitat), the site can
EHXWLOL]HGDVSDUWRIFODVVHVDQGHYHQWVIRUWKHVXUrounding community. Speaking of the nearby comPXQLW\XQGHUWKH&LW\ҋVVZDOHSURJUDPWKH&LW\GLJV
WKHVZDOHVEXWUHTXLUHVLQVWDOODWLRQRI6W$XJXVWLQH
grass.
This presents an opportunity for the nearby SebasWLDQ,QOHW6XUIULGHU&KDSWHU to partner with the native

OFG Design Plans

Laying out plants

SODQW FRQVXOWDQW WR DSSURDFK WKH WRZQҋV 0D\RU DQG
&LW\0DQDJHUDERXWXVLQJDQDWLYHSODQWSDOHWWH7KH
&KDSWHUPLJKWDOVREHDEOHWRKHOSWKH&LW\ZLWKRXWreach and education to inspire all residents to install
swales.
The School’s principal loved the educational and
EHDXWLÀFDWLRQ EHQHÀWV 7KH QDWLYH SODQW FRQVXOWDQW
ZLOOFRQWLQXHWRDGYLVHWKH&OXEDERXWPDLQWHQDQFH

Installing plants

Downspout extension and swale

-HUVH\6KRUH1-%UDGOH\%HDFK:RUNVKRSD%DUUHORI)XQFWLRQ
:LWK WKHLU PRQWKO\ RU ELPRQWKO\ UDLQV WKH -HUVH\
6KRUH&KDSWHUODXQFKHGWKHLU2)*3URJUDPE\VKRZing the value of capturing rain water in barrels to both
prevent runoff and to water gardens. Not having any
H[SHULHQFHLQVXFKZRUNVKRSVWKH&KDSWHUUHDFKHG
out to those who lead them as well as government
agencies wanting to educate about rainwater.
7KH &KDSWHU SDUWQHUHG ZLWK WKH %UDGOH\ %HDFK (QYLURQPHQWDO&RPPLVVLRQ to host the workshop. Sara
0HOORUIURPWKH:DWHU5HVRXUFHV3URJUDPDWWKH5XWJHUV8QLYHUVLW\&RRSHUDWLYH([WHQVLRQSUHVHQWHGRQ
the water quality issues impacting New Jersey. She
also talked about how water conservation, pollution
source controls, planting rain gardens, and installing
UDLQEDUUHOVFDQDOOEHVROXWLRQV5XWJHUVWKHQOHGWKH
group in transforming used 55-gallon olive barrels
LQWRUDLQEDUUHOV$OOLWWRRNZDVGULOOLQJWZRKROHVRQH
IRUWKHVSLJRWDQGRQHIRUWKHRYHUÁRZDOLWWOHELW RU
a lot) of caulk, some screen to keep out the mosquitoes, and some elbow grease to screw on the top.
:RUNVKRSSDUWLFLSDQWVEXLOWWKHLUYHU\RZQWKDWQLJKW

54,600 gallons saved from the water captured by all the barrels

WR WDNH KRPH  DQG GHFRUDWH DV WKH\ FKRRVH  5XWgers charges $500 per workshop for their expertise
DQGSHUSDUWLFLSDQWIRUPDWHULDOV&KHFNZLWK\RXU
8QLYHUVLW\&RRSHUDWLYH([WHQVLRQDERXWUDLQJDUGHQ
or rain barrel workshops.
Over 30 enthusiastic attendees built 42 rain barrels.
:LWK HDFK EDUUHO DEOH WR FDSWXUH  JDOORQV RI
rainwater in a year, 54,600 gallons are now nurturing
landscapes and not polluting waterways. The water
can be used for non-drinkable uses, including landscaping, rinsing off sandy feet or washing the dog.
0RUHUDLQEDUUHOEXLOGLQJZRUNVKRSVDUHSODQQHG
%DVHGRQWKLVJRRGSDUWQHUVKLSWKH&KDSWHULVZRUNLQJZLWK5XWJHUVRQFRQGXFWLQJDODQGVFDSHUHWURÀWDW
DFKXUFKLQ%UDGOH\%HDFKDFFRPSOLVKHGWKURXJKD
series of classes and hands-on workshops (like the
OFG Series model). The project could be rolled into a
5XWJHUVUDLQJDUGHQWUDLQLQJSURJUDPIRU0RQPRXWK
&RXQW\0RUHSKRWRVIURPWKHHYHQWDUHDWWKHJersey
6KRUH&KDSWHUҋV)DFHERRNSDJH.

Surfrider’s Mid-Atlantic Regional Manager John Weber drilling
KROHVIRUKRVHELE RYHUÁRZ
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