CA Senate Bill 568 (Lowenthal) Ban On Polystyrene Take Out Food Containers ----Support

As a restaurant in California, we strongly urge your support in the California State Assembly for SB 568 (Lowenthal)- a state-wide ban on polystyrene take out food packaging to help mitigate the detrimental effects polystyrene is having on our waterways, storm drains and marine life.  Expanded polystyrene (also known as Styrofoam™) take-out food and beverage containers are used once for a short time before they become waste, and often litter.  

SB 568 would help create a level playing field for businesses the offer reusable or more environmentally friendly options.  The increased demand for environmentally friendly options would quickly help lower the cost for businesses; likely by the time the legislation takes effect. 

Polystyrene food containers are harmful to human health. The styrene in food containers leaches into the food when heated, or in the presence of acids, oils or alcohol. US EPA scientists found Styrene in 100 percent of all human fat tissue samples in a 1986 study. Styrene poses an increased risk of leukemia and lymphoma and neurological problems such as loss of hearing, balance, and special orientation. 

Of the nearly 50 jurisdictions in California that have enacted bans on polystyrene food ware, none have reported that any local businesses have closed down as a result. Most local ordinances have options for local businesses to make a claim of economic hardship, and none have exercised this option. The bill would also allow a jurisdiction (City or County) to continue dispensing food in foam food ware if it adopts an ordinance establishing a recycling program for foam food ware containers and at least 60% of the foam food containers would be recycled.

Polystyrene bans work!  In San Francisco, two years after the passage of the polystyrene food-ware ban, a litter study showed a 36% decrease in polystyrene litter.  Please SUPPORT SB 568.
Sincerely,

_______________________________________     _______________________________________________

        Name and Title






Business Name

______________________________          ______________________________________________________


        Phone #


and/ or     
                        Email Address

__________________________________________________________________________________________

   Signature

(SB 568 is authored by California Senator Alan Lowenthal.  

Surfrider Foundation and Clean Water Action are co-sponsors)

Send completed forms to Bill Hickman: bhickman@surfrider.org or fax to 619-819-4218
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